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Senate Session Meeting Minutes 

9.28.26 | 7pm | Claver 315

Call to Order – 7:02pm

A Senate Session for Regis University’s Student Government Association’s Senate was held on 9.28.26 in Claver 315 at Regis University. The session was presided over by Ella Weed, Vice President of Representation, with Madden Clark taking minutes as Chief of Staff.

Attendance
	Attendee
	Position 
	Present
	Absent 

	Madi Duncan 
	First-Year 
	
	X

	Ethan DeWlad
	Second-Year 
	X
	

	Johnny Estrada 
	Third-Year 
	X
	

	Sharmila Bc 
	Fourth-Year 
	X
	

	
	Transfer Students 
	
	

	Mia Petrovic
	Commuter 
	
	X

	Kasey Perez
	First Generation 
	X
	

	Trevor Jones 
	Student-Athlete 
	X
	

	Ryan Heinzeller
	Desmet Hall 
	X
	

	Virgilio Espinoza 
	O’Connell Hall 
	X
	

	Alma Blanco Barreto 
	West Hall 
	X
	

	
	Residence Village 
	
	

	Mariah Williams 
	Black/African Diaspora 
	
	X

	Hana Ho 
	Disability Justice & Equity 
	X
	

	Alexandra Sanchez Rameriz 
	Latine/Hispanic 
	
	

	
	Queer Students 
	
	

	Chris Luna 
	Indigenous Students
	X
	

	
	Intersectional Diversity 
	
	

	Winta Gebru 
	Women’s Identities 
	X
	

	Abhishika Devkota 
	International Students
	X
	

	Emerson Leveille 
	Interfaith 
	X
	

	Jennifer Smart 
	Military/Veteran
	X
	

	Gracie Lai 
	Asian/Pacific Islander
	X
	

	El Nguyen
	Sustainability 
	X
	

	Mateo Gonzales 
	At-Large 1 
	X
	

	Yvanna Essengue 
	At-Large 2 
	X
	

	Cadence Montoya
	Anderson College 
	X
	

	Maggie Ridge 
	Regis College
	X
	



Voting Members: 19 
Guests: 11
Cabinet Members: 9
Members not in Attendance: 0 
Quorum was established. 
19 out of 24 senators

Topic: Approval of Minutes 
Motion to approve the minutes of the previous session on 9.28.26 was motioned by Virgilio and seconded by Gracie. The motion was approved 19 in favor and 0 against. 

Topic: Cabinet Reports
SBP: Increase student engagement, ranger week, staff and faculty appreciation week, Christmas tree lighting 
VPR: Senate summit, committee appointments and assignments 
VPAL: partnered with Provost-grad school panel, partner with housing – Regis reads – contact with physical plant for books in dorms, campus cookbook 
VPSJD: social justice week, first week of nov. Pickles for a purpose, tabling with USRA
VPI: Mental health day- resources, collaboration with consent carnival - VAVP
COS: Completion of the constitution and appropriation guidelines, meeting minutes 
CFO: Appropriations committee, looking at budgets 
DOIT & M: Flyer for cookbook, Ranger Reach – Oct. 6, update information on Website
DOS: Ranger thrift con – clothing swap, anti fast fashion tabling 

Topic: Senator Reports = N/A 

Topic: Committee Reports = N/A

Topic: Old Business = N/A

Topic: New Business 

Senior Leadership Visit: Shawna Cooper Whitehead (president) + Jake Bucher (provost)
· Room for collaboration and outreach/partnership 
· Encourage student access to administration 
· Provost: Academic and Student Experience – Main 217
· Provost adversity council – SBP + Grad student Rep – Collaborate with VPI 
· Questions: 
· Event for senators and upcoming election 
· Cooper-Whitehead goals: 
· Pillar 1: mission/trust/revenue (donors for scholarship needs)
· Pillar 2: destination Jesuit catholic Spanish serving institution – grounded in liberal arts, centering around dialogue 
· Pillar 3: Institutional Stewardship – admissions, funding, properly resourcing, shared governance, future with students 
· How can students work closely with Senior leadership? 
· Continue the communication - more invitation to senate 
· Attention to community (fizz) how are we addressing – students at the forefront – how can students help engage administration – engagement with even through disagreement, school is priority, critical thinking skills – ongoing through communication – giving insights (pathway/channels for student experience) 
· HSI/Students of Color – ICE presence on campus 
· Everyone is to be redirected to Main Hall- Administrative offices/legal council – Private property – no one is required to let anyone in to any building – or contact Regis Safety 
· Regulations and protocols set in place – not super publicized for strategic reasons 
· Bring legal council back to Senate and verse Senators on protocols – SBP
· Encouragement to reach out – this is not the last time we will al be meeting 

Budget Request: Immersion Trip to the Amazon Rainforest 

· Modern Languages Department – Ecuador 
· Purpose: engage with local indigenous community – through community based researched – preserving and protecting local language and tradition 
· All students are undergraduate, paying activity fee, and have not previously been funded by RUSGA  
· Provided Magis and Laudato si statements 
· Request: $500 per student - $5,000 total
· Trip is a part of a class that will be offered in spring and fall (again may 2027) 
· 5 other forms of fundraising/budget requests + individual student fees
· Questions: 
· Safety: Emergency contact (reception), in case of emergency – have program development fees and guidelines in case an emergency flight or accommodation is necessary, students will not be taken anywhere the advisor has not previously been
· Deliberations:
· Specific – purchasing and booking plans 
· Funding for next semester as well – potentially $10,000
· Understanding of first year experience and desire to continue this and have more exterior funding (non RUSGA) in the future
· Concern for emergency funds and routes 
· Proposal: option A, B, C with two options for stipulation 

Motion to approve the Immersion Trip to the Amazon Rainforest was motioned by El Nguyen and seconded by Chris Luna with the stipulations that $2000 will be funded for December and $2000 in May, as well as a follow up session in May, where they will be required to present and must allocate the funds accordingly, finally there must be an emergency plan given to the Dean of Students. 

Motion was approved 11 in favor, 0 against, 8 abstained. 

Constitution Approval

The approval of the Constitution was motioned Virgilio and seconded by Gracie. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Appropriation Guideline Approval 

The approval of the Appropriation Guidelines was motioned by Mateo and seconded by Trevor Jones. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Pro Tempore Speeches

The tabling of Pro Tempore speeches for next meeting was motioned by Chris Luna and seconded by Virgilio. The motion was approved unanimously. 


Topic: Announcements 

· ASA bingo tomorrow at 4
· ASN general meeting Wednesday 

Topic: Meeting Adjournment

Adjournment was motioned by Johnny and seconded by Emerson. Motion passed unanimously at 8:41pm. 
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